
Your Wedding Ceremony

The Paperwork



What paperwork do you need?

Prior to the wedding 
ceremony you must 
obtain a Marriage 
License.

Legal Dictionary

Main Entry: marriage license Function: noun :  a written authorization for 
the marriage of a named man and woman that is granted by a legally qualifi
ed government official
Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of Law, © 1996 Merriam-Webster, Inc. 



What paperwork do you need?
Prior to the wedding ceremony you must 
obtain a Marriage License - here's how. 

● Licenses are obtained from a Town Clerk in the state you wish to 
perform the marriage in.

● In some states it is good for any location, in others it's only good 
for that locale - please check with the Town Clerk.

● You must provide relevant documentation that proves your identity 
- Birth Certificates etc.

● You must provide evidence of dissolution of any previous 
marriages. 

● There is a fee for this license which varies by state.
● The license DOES expire if not used - usually 90 days, but it 

varies. Please check. 
● Most states no longer require a blood test prior to marriage, but it 

varies - please check. 
● The license must be presented to your officiant PRIOR to the 

ceremony. [I usually ask for it at the rehearsal - or have the best 
man give it to me, he can hold it along with the rings]



What paperwork do you need?
We are married - what happens to the 
license?

● Contrary to popular belief, you do not sign the license at the 
ceremony, you will do this at the Town Clerk's office at the time 
you obtained it.

● In some states such as Maine and Rhode Island, your witnesses 
must sign the license after the ceremony, make sure you have two 
designated witnesses, and that they are available for me to have 
them sign immediately after the ceremony. I will require their 
names in advance. If their signatures are NOT legible the state will 
reject the license and I will have to provide printed versions of their 
names. I avoid this delay by providing this information when I file 
the papers. 

● Although of no legal import, I like to take digital copies of the 
completed licenses for my records, and can provide you with said 
copy via email if you request it. This is good for a complete record 
or scrapbook of your day. 

● I send the completed, signed license back to the Town Clerk who 
issues it for inclusion as a statistic of vital record.



What paperwork do you need?
We are married - how do we prove it to 
institutions such as insurers?

● Approximately 10 days after the license is filed, you can return to 
the same Town Clerk and obtain a Marriage Certificate. There is a 
fee of around $12.00 per copy [subject to change]

● This is your legal proof that you are married. Your officiant may 
also provide you with a decorative certificate at the ceremony, but 
the only legal document is the one from the Town Clerk. Some 
institutions will accept the digital copy of the license that was filed 
as an interim - such as health insurers [also some hotels give 
discounts for honeymooners - it's worth asking] I can email that to 
you on the day of the ceremony as soon as I get back to my office 
if requested.

● NOTE: some institutions won't accept copies, they want the 
original. Check what they need before the wedding, that way you 
know how many to buy, and you can prioritize who gets it first if 
you don't want the added expense of multiple copies. Ask if they 
accept digital copies - it can save a lot of hassle. 

● if you are relocating, some Town Clerks will take the fee at time of 
issuing the license and will mail the Certificate to you - again, ask.



What paperwork do you need?
I'm changing my name - who should I 
tell?

● All government agencies - Such as the IRS, Social Security, 
State Drivers Licensing, etc.

● After government forms are filed, brides need to notify all of 
their creditors of their new married name. This list includes 
banks, credit cards, insurances, medical providers, utilities, 
employers, professional license bureaus, associations, clubs 
and many more. 

● I strongly suggest that you start this process PRIOR to the 
marriage. Treat it as part of the planning process. Obtain all 
the relevant forms needed in advance. Some can be changed 
online. It will reduce the stress if you make a list and create a 
folder of the forms, fees and processes. 

● Your spouse is now your next of kin, this has lots of legal 
implications and should be treated accordingly. Update your 
will if you have one.



What paperwork do you need?
That's it! 

It seems daunting, but if you approach it in advance and are well 
informed, it's a simple process. 
Complete as much as you can before the marriage and it's as easy 
as signing on the dotted line when it comes to the time to file all 
these papers. 
Relax, make a date with your new spouse for a paperwork signing 
brunch, and play some music in the background. Enjoy!


